ANT 450 “History of Anthropological Theory”

Spring 2012


Tues.  & Thurs. 12:30—1:45  




SB 210
Dr. Bill Alexander, Assistant Professor
Office hrs:  Mon. & Wed. 12:30–1:30, Tues. & Thurs. 11:00–12:00 or by appointment
Office 100 F (inside archaeology lab) Social & Behavioral Sciences Building 
Phone: 962-2227 
Email: alexanderw@uncw.edu
Course Description
This class will survey the development of anthropological theory through the research and writings of key figures in the field. We will pay close attention to the social and intellectual contexts out of which anthropological theories emerge. Having covered the history of the major orientations, guiding principles, intellectual frameworks, and theoretical and methodological shifts of the discipline, we will focus on current themes, issues, and debates through a close reading and discussion of cutting edge work in the field today.  
Grading and Requirements
Exam 1, Feb. 16




30%

Exam 2, Mar. 29




30%

Critical Analysis Essay, May 4


30%

Attendance & Participation


10%

Exams will be taken in class and will consist of a variety of objective questions. Exams will not be comprehensive; they will only cover the material from that section of the course.  
Early in the semester I will provide you with a long list of books that represent contemporary trends and issues in anthropology. You will choose one book and write a ten-page Critical Analysis Essay that discusses the theoretical perspective of the author and relates the work to relevant course readings from Section V below. You will also be asked to compare this author’s perspective with a theoretical position of your choosing from one of the previous Sections of the course. Guidelines for the essay will be handed out with the bibliography.  
Required Texts
R. Jon McGee and Richard L. Warms  Anthropological Theory: An Introductory History, 5th ed. (McGraw-Hill, 2012)
Jerry D. Moore  Visions of Culture: An Introduction to Anthropological Theories and Theorists, 3rd ed. (Alta Mira, 2009)
The Course Reserves readings are accessed by going to the library reserves homepage: http://library.uncw.edu/reserves      After logging in, you can locate the reserve materials searching by course, department, or instructor. 

You’re required to be an active participant. Attending class and taking part in discussion is expected and is part of your final grade. Arrive on time and don’t leave early. Tardies and early departures will be counted as absences. Use of cell phones is not allowed. Turn them off and put them away before you enter. Web surfing, texting, messaging, etc. during class is prohibited. If you’re observed online during class you will not be given credit for attendance and/or be asked to leave. 

Academic dishonesty, cheating, and plagiarism of any kind will not be tolerated and will result in a failing grade (or worse) Familiarize yourself with the university’s academic honor code:

http://www.uncw.edu/fac_handbook/responsibilities/teaching/honor_code_print.htm

and the University Learning Center’s definition of and tips to avoid plagiarism:

http://www.uncw.edu/stuaff/uls/Writing-plagiarism.htm

Student Learning Outcomes
The culmination of your program in Anthropology, after successfully completing the course, students will recognize unifying themes from previous classes in the four integrated subfields. 
Students will identify milestones in Anthropological history that revolutionized thinking on human diversity. 
Students will meaningfully articulate the substantive content of critical debates that shaped the discipline. 
Students will evaluate key texts that inform the discipline's diversity of interests.

Anthropology is a holistic, integrated four-field discipline: (1) Cultural Anthropology, (2) Archaeology, (3) Physical Anthropology, and (4) Linguistic Anthropology. Through a comprehensive survey of the history of Anthropology, students will learn to recognize the key factors that led to the development of these four subfields and the underlying theoretical models and methodological orientations that both unify them and set them apart.
Through a systematic review of the sequence of foundational paradigms and subsequent debates that have pushed the discipline forward, students will learn to think critically about the strengths and limitations of Anthropology's integrated holistic approach to the study of humankind.

Schedule  
The course is organized in five sections. As a guide that highlights key concepts and provides biographical sketches and historical context, the Visions of Culture text is an easy to follow accompaniment to the primary source articles in the Anthropological Theory book. I suggest that you first read Moore’s discussion of a author before reading them “in their own words.” Note that McGee & Warms provide detailed annotated footnotes. These, too, will be an invaluable guide. We will cover the theorists in the order they are given below. You are not required to read the articles marked Optional below, but you may choose to use them in your Critical Analysis Essay. 
1/17 — 1/26

I.  EARLY HISTORY OF ANTHROPOLOGICAL THEORY: 




    CULTURAL EVOLUTION, HISTORICAL MATERIALISM, 




    SOCIOLOGICAL THOUGHT
Anthropological Theory  6–97



Herbert Spencer The Social Organism; Edward Tylor The Science of Culture; Lewis Henry Morgan Ethnical Periods; Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels  Feurbach: Opposition of the Material and Idealist Outlook; Emile Durkheim What is a Social Fact?;  Marcel Mauss Excerpts from The Gift
Visions of Culture  5–32, 46–59, 121–133  

Edward Tylor: The Evolution of Culture, Lewis Henry Morgan: The 
Evolution of Society, Émile Durkheim: The Organic Society, Marcel 
Mauss: Elemental Categories, Total Facts
1/31 — 2/14

II.  EARLY TWENTIETH CENTURY: HISTORICAL PARTICULARISM, 


     CULTURE & PESONALITY, FUNCTIONALISM, 

     STRUCTURAL-FUNCTIONALISM
Anthropological Theory  112–131; 195–217; 150–170
Franz Boas The Methods of Ethnology; Alfred Kroeber Eigtheen Professions; 
Ruth Benedict Psychological Types in the Cultures of the Southwest; Margaret Mead Introduction to Coming of Age in Samoa;  Bronislaw Malinowski The Essentials of the Kula
Visions of Culture  33–45; 65–87; 104–116; 134–146; 161–173 
Franz Boas: Culture in Context; Alfred Kroeber: Configurations of Culture; Ruth

Benedict: Patterns of Culture; Margaret Mead: The Individual and Culture;
Bronislaw Malinowski  The Functions of Culture  A.R. Radcliffe-Brown: The 

Structures of Society; Edward Evans-Pritchard: Social Anthropology, Social 

History
Course Reserves Edward Evans-Pritchard  Witchcraft Explains Unfortunate 

Events
Optional Anthropological Theory  170–181 A.R. Radcliffe-Brown On Joking Relationships; Edward Evans-Pritchard  excerpt from The Nuer  
2/16  EXAM
2/21 — 3/6

III.   STRUCTURALISM, LINGUISTIC ANTHROPOLOGY, 
ETHNOSCIENCE, CULTURE & LANGUAGE
Anthropological Theory  320–352; 131–149
Claude Levi-Strauss  Four Winnebago Myths: A Structural Sketch  Sherry B. Ortner Is Female to Male as Nature is to Culture? Harold C. Conklin Hanunóo Color Categories; Benjamin Whorf The Relation of Habitual Thought and Behavior to Language
Visions of Culture 231–246; 307–324; 88–103
Claude Levi-Strauss: Structuralism; Sherry Ortner: Symbols, Gender, Practice;
Edward Sapir: Culture, Language, and the Individual
Course Reserves   James P. Spradley and Brenda J. Mann  How to Ask for a Drink;  Deborah Tannen  Why Don’t You Say What You Mean?
Optional  Course Reserves  Claude Levi-Strauss “Harelips and Twins: The Splitting of a Myth” in Magic, Witchcraft, and Religion: An Anthropological Study of the Supernatural, 7th ed., Moro, Myers, & Lehmann (Eds.),  Pp. 68–71, New York: McGraw-Hill (2008); Deborah Tannen The Relativity of Linguistic Strategies: Rethinking Power and Solidarity in Gender and Dominance” Pp. 19–52 in Gender & Discourse  Oxford UK: Oxford University Press (1994); Senta Troemel-Ploetz “Selling the Apolitical” In Language and Gender: A Reader, Coates (Ed.), Pp. 446–458 London: Blackwell Publishers (1998) 
3/8 — 3/22

IV.  NEO-EVOLUTIONISM, CULTURAL MATERIALISM

(SPRING BREAK, No class meetings 3/13; 3/15)

Anthropological Theory  220–258; 293–306
Leslie White  Energy and Tools; Julian Steward  The Patrilineal Band;  Marvin Harris The Cultural Ecology of India’s Sacred Cattle; Roy Rappaport Ritual Regulation of Environmental Relations Among a New Guinea People;  
Visions of Culture  175–216
Leslie White: Evolution Emergent; Julian Steward: Cultural Ecology and Multilinear Evolution; Marvin Harris: Cultural Materialism
Optional Course Reserves  Elman R. Service  Evolution, Involution, and Revolution
SPRING BREAK, no classes 3/13 & 3/15
3/27

No class meeting. Dr. Alexander will be attending the Society for 


Applied Anthropology (SfAA) annual meeting in Baltimore.



Use the time to study for the exam. 

3/29    EXAM
4/3 — 4/26
V.  INTERPRETIVE & SYMBOLIC ANTHROPOLOGY, POLITICAL 

     ECONOMY, POWER & AGENCY, GENDER, POSTMODERNISM, 

     GLOBALIZATION
No class meeting 4/5

This last section of the course will cover some cutting edge issues, trends, debates and critiques important in contemporary anthropological theory.  You will use relevant readings, lectures, and class discussions from this section to write your Critical Analysis essay. 
Anthropological Theory  438–440; 449–487; 306–319; 587–602; 396–437; 488–492; 508–564; 565–567; 603–615
Victor Turner  Symbol in Ndembu Ritual; Clifford Geertz  Deep Play: Notes on the Balinese Cockfight; Eric Wolf Peasantry and Its Problems; Philippe Bourgois From Jíbaro to Crack Dealer: Confronting the Restructuring of Capitalism in El Barrio; Sally Slocum Woman the Gatherer: Male Bias in Anthropology; Eleanor Leacock Interpreting the Origins of Gender Inequality: Conceptual and Historical Problems; David Valentine  “I Went to Bed with My Own Kind Once”: The Erasure of Desire in the Name of Identity; Michel Foucault  The Incitement to Discourse;  Renato Rosaldo  Grief and a Headhunter’s Rage; Lila Abu-Lughod A Tale of Two Pregnancies; Allan Hanson The Making of the Maori: Cultural Invention and Its Logic; Theodore Bestor  Kaiten-Zushi and Konbini: Japanese Food Culture in the Age of Mechanical Reproduction
Visions of Culture  343–364; 217–226
Eric Wolf: Culture, History, Power; Eleanor Leacock: Feminism, Marxism, and History 
Course Reserve  Sidney W. Mintz “Introduction” and “”Food, Sociality, and Sugar” Pp. 3–18  Sweetness and Power: The Place of Sugar in Modern History Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press  (1985); Benedict Anderson “Introduction” Pp. 1 – 7 Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism, 2nd. Ed. London: Verso (1991). Michel Foucault  “The Body of the Condemned” from Discipline and Punish(Vintage, 1979); Edward Said “Orientalism” In The Post-Colonialism Studies Reader,  Ashcroft, Griffiths, & Tiffin (Eds.) Pp.  87–91 , London: Routledge (1995) 
Optional Anthropological Theory 440–449; 492–508
Mary Douglas External Boundaries; Pierre Bourdieu Structures, Habitus, Practices
Optional Visions of Culture  272–287; 325–342
Mary Douglas: Symbols, Structures, Pollution and Purity; Pierre Bourdieu: An Anthropology of Practice
Optional  Paul Erickson & Liam D. Murphy “The later twentieth and early twenty-first centuries, Postmodernism”; William Roseberry “Marxism and Culture”; Paul Farmer “An Anthropology of Structural Violence”
Critical Analysis Essay due Friday May 4, 5:00 p.m.
